Disruption of stromal niches by diffusible factors in the conditioned media of leukemic cell-lines and sera of chronic myelogenous leukemia patients.
The bone-marrow microenvironment has a decisive role in maintaining haemopoietic stem cells and regulating their differentiation. In diseases of the haemopoietic system, viz. anaemias and leukemias, the microenvironment has been shown to play a key role. In this paper we show that leukemic cell conditioned medium and sera from CML patients, interact with the in vitro bone-marrow environment and bring about changes which affect the maintenance of normal stem cells.